
ART
Tabor Robak: 
‘Quantaspectra’
Through June 3
Each of the seven videos in 
Tabor Robak’s third solo ex-
hibition at Team Gallery are 
living beings, animated in 
real time by imagery gener-
ated from custom-made 
computer boards. Floating 
in infinite space, the iconog-
raphy — some of it resem-
bling faux social-media 
icons or corporate logos — 
meanders through pools of 
colors and shapes while 
leaving behind smearing 
marks akin to shooting 
stars. Robak’s compositions 
burst with color, form, and 
vibrancy; their soundless-
ness further elevates their 
affinity with painting (each 

slash of computer-deliv-
ered residue like a fresh 
brushstroke), distinguish-
ing them from the looping 
patterns familiar to today’s 
digital art. Each video  
produces a distinct ocular 
effect in which the unre-
stricted possibilities of  
digital technology coalesce 
with the artful, archaic 
yearn for mimesis.  
OSMAN CAN YEREBAKAN
Team Gallery, 83 Grand Street, 
Manhattan, 212-279-9219, 
teamgal.com, free

James Bond  
Sketch Night
May 25
From Ernst Blofeld to Hugo 
Drax to Oddjob, Agent 007 
has bested his share of 
sketchy characters; he’s also 
proved a delectable subject 
for illustrators, including 

Robert McGinnis, who did 
the Thunderball poster in 
addition to those for other 
entries in the screen series. 
But here we’ll learn once 
and for all if the pen is 
mightier than the Walther 
PPK, as the Society of Illus-
trators hosts a James Bond–
devoted evening of 
drawing. Artists of all lev-
els are invited to bring their 
supplies and sketch mod-
els, who will be portraying 
an assortment of Bond 
denizens: not just the top 
agent of Her Majesty’s Se-
cret Service, but also other 
intelligence operatives and 
femmes fatales. No explo-
sive, acid-filled, or poison 
pens, please; pen-based lis-
tening devices and radio 
transmitters permitted.  
ROB STAEGER
At 6:15, Society of Illustrators, 

128 East 63rd Street, 
Manhattan, 212-838-2560, 
societyillustrators.org, 
$15–$20

DANCE
‘Radical Bodies’
May 24–September 16
At last, this rich exhibit on 
the history of postmodern 
dance, assembled by 
Wendy Perron and UC 
Santa Barbara professors 
Ninotchka Bennahum and 
Bruce Robertson, arrives in 
New York, focusing on 
Anna Halprin, Yvonne 
Rainer, and Simone Forti. 
Special events abound: On 
Thursday at six, radical 
women Lucy Sexton and 
Rainer discuss their ca-
reers, in the NYPL’s Bruno 
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Through September 10

DAILY ANXIETY
A WHIRLPOOL IN BROOKLYN BRIDGE  
PARK TURNS A SCENIC PUBLIC SPACE  
INTO A SITE OF FOREBODING
Anish Kapoor, to his enormous credit, is the  
rare contemporary artist who begins not with 
concepts, but with style. Whatever ideas emerge 
from his art come later, from the look of the thing, 
the way it feels and how it hits the senses.  
Although Kapoor tends toward a clean, spare, 
graceful style, there is often something over-
whelming to his work. That’s certainly the case 
with “Descension,” an endless whirlpool that  
disappears into the earth, now installed at Brook-
lyn Bridge Park. Much of its power comes from 
the tremendous and ominous hum it generates, 
which most people will notice before they even lay 
eyes on it. If there is a drawback, it’s the location: 
Brooklyn Bridge Park is anodyne and clean, which 
blunts some of Kapoor’s force. Still, the installation 
introduces a dose of aesthetic anxiety into any visi-
tor’s day, which alone is commendable. PAC POBRIC
Brooklyn Bridge Park, Pier 1 (near the Brooklyn Ice Cream 
Factory), Brooklyn, 212-223-7800, publicartfund.org, free

pick of the week art

Walter Auditorium; on 
Tuesday evening, there’s a 
reception for the opening of 
the show. On May 31 at 
three, Forti’s Huddle and 
Slant Board will be executed 
on Lincoln Center Plaza, 
outside the library; that eve-
ning, across town, dances 
by Halprin, Forti, Rainer, 
and José Limón will be per-
formed by the UCSB Dance 
Company, followed by a 
panel moderated by Perron, 
at eight at Hunter College’s 
Kaye Playhouse. Start 
marking your datebooks. 
ELIZABETH ZIMMER
Exhibition at New York Public 
Library for the Performing Arts, 
Dorothy and Lewis B. Cullman 
Center, 40 Lincoln Center 
Plaza, Manhattan, 917-275-
6975, nypl.org, free

DanceAfrica
May 26–29
Celebrating its fortieth an-
niversary just a week after 
the death of founder Chuck 
Davis, the country’s largest 
showcase of African dance 
presents five troupes under 
the rubric “The Healing 
Light of Rhythm: Tradition 
and Beyond.” Among them 
is Forces of Nature, the 
company run by DanceAfri-
ca’s artistic director, Abdel 
R. Salaam. Also on each 
program are the Wula 
Drum and Dance Ensem-
ble, a Guinean group led by 
M’Bemba Bangoura, mak-
ing its first local appear-
ance; Asase Yaa, 
Brooklyn-based dancers 
and musicians; Illstyle & 
Peace Productions, Bran-
don “Peace” Albright’s 
Philadelphia-based hip-

hop company; and the 
wonderful kids of the 
BAM/Restoration Dance 
Youth Ensemble. There’s 
also an outdoor bazaar, Sat-
urday through Monday, 
with food, crafts, and fash-
ion; a companion film se-
ries at BAMcinématek; 
dance workshops at the 
nearby Mark Morris Dance 
Center, on Monday; and 
paintings by Guinean artist 
Maeva Kounta on display 
through June 30 in the Dor-
othy W. Levitt Lobby.  
ELIZABETH ZIMMER
Various times, BAM Howard 
Gilman Opera House, 30 
Lafayette Avenue, Brooklyn, 
718-636-4100, bam.org, $25+

FILM
Allonsanfàn
May 24
The least-known best-
known feature by the Tavi-
ani brothers (Padre 
Padrone), Allonsanfàn takes 
its title from the phonetici-
zation of the first few sylla-
bles of “La Marseillaise”: 
Allons enfants, or, in English, 
“Arise, children.” The film 
doesn’t plumb deep into the 
revolutionary mind, but — 
as would become the Tavia-
nis’ remit — mounts a grand 
tapestry, only to tear merci-
lessly into it with arresting 
flashes of human absurdity. 
(It’s during these farcical 
moments that Marcello 
Mastroianni’s aristocrat-
turned-reluctant-anarchist 
attempts to thwart pursuers 
by turning around and hid-
ing behind his own hands.) 
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